
 

 

All season rotational grazing 
Lugumes:  1. Creeping root alfalfa; 2. bird’s foot trefoil; 3. yellow blossom sweet clover 

Grasses:  1. Meadow bromegrass; 2. Tall fescue; 3. Timothy  

Graze first, hay later 
Legumes: 1. Creeping root alfalfa; 2. Sainfoin; 3. Yellow blossom sweet clover 

Grasses:  1. Meadow bromegrass; 2. Tall fescue: 3. Timothy 

Summer grazing system 
Legumes: 1. Creeping root alfalfa; 2. Sainfoin; 3. Yellow blossom sweet clover; 4. Red clover; 5.      Alsike clover; 

bird’s foot trefoil; cicer milkvetch 

Grasses:  1. Meadow bromegrass; tall fescue; timothy 

Early spring grazing system 
Legumes: 1. Creeping root alfalfa 

Grasses: 1. Crested wheatgrass; 2. Russian wild ryegrass 

Hay first, graze later 
Legumes: 1. Creeping root alfalfa; 2. Sainfoin; 3. Red clover; 4. Alsike clover; 5. Yellow blossom sweet clover 

Grasses: 1. Meadow bromegrass; 2. Tall fescue; 3. Timothy 

Two-cut hay 
Legumes:  1. Tap root alfalfa; 2. Creeping root alfalfa; 3. Yellow blossom sweet clover; 4. Red clover 

Grasses: 1. Meadow bromegrass; 2. Tall fescue; 3. Reed canarygrass 

One-cut hay 
Legumes:  1. Tap root alfalfa; 2. Creeping root alfalfa; 3. Yellow blossom sweet clover; 4. Cicer milkvetch; 5. 

Sainfoin; 6. Red clover; 7. Alsike clover 

Grasses:  1. Smooth bromegrass; 2. Crested wheatgrass; 3. Reed canarygrass; 4. Timothy; 5. Intermediate 
wheatgrass; 6. Slender wheatgrass 

Fall grazing system 
Grasses:  1. Tall fescue; 2. Russian wild ryegrass 
 

 

 
 

Grazing Forage Management Systems 

  

  Northstar Seed Toll Free 

 

  Neepawa, MB 1-800-430-5955 

  Okotoks, AB. 1-800-805-0765 

NORTHSTAR 

SEED 
“Grow with us” 

www.northstarseed.com 

  
 
Alfalfa 
 Perennial legume 
 Most widely adaptable legume. Alfalfa can tolerate a wide range of soil types and growing 

conditions. 
 Relatively drought tolerant 
 Fairly salt tolerant 
 Tolerates some alkalinity but sensitive to acidsoils 
 Can tolerate approximately 1 week of flooding or waterlogged soils 
 Can cause bloat 
 Different types of alfalfas; tap-rooted varieties and creeping rooted varieties. 

The 

differences between creeping rooted varieties 

and tap root varieties: 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Legume Species 

Creeping Root Alfalfa Tap Root Alfalfa 

 Is more winterhardy 
 Does not recover as quickly from cut-

ting and grazing 
 Tolerates hoof traffic better 
 Is more persistent 
 Tolerates drought better 

 Best suited for hay 




